'IRAQ,
of spontaneous popular support for Amir Faisal, as official
Reports would suggest,1 nor was it entirely the 'hasty pretence5
assumed by some popular writers.2 It undoubtedly reflected
the views of 'Iraq's leading inhabitants at the time, as had the
plebiscite of 1918-19, which it resembled in a number of
aspects. Its result, as published, however, did not constitute
a true cross-section of 'Iraqi opinion, as might have been ob-
tained at a general election or in a Constituent Assembly.
It is quite probable that the anxiety of the High Commissioner
and of Faisal for an immediate declaration, backed by a refer-
endum, was not due only to the fear of a coup d'etat or to the
necessity of vindicating the assurances of H.M, Government.
It may have been based on the knowledge that any election
would increase the chances against Faisal, although the
majority of the country's natural leaders, the shaikhs, the
landlords and the notables, would probably have voted then
for Faisal as they did in the referendum, either from a genuine
regard for him or from the more likely desire to follow the lead
of the Government, a factor on which the High Commissioner
and his staff had steadfastly counted. In view of the altered
tone of the country in the next few months, subsequent to the
revelation that the proposed treaty did not mean abrogation
of the Mandate, a fact hitherto suppressed, it seems possible
that had the decision been left to an Assembly elected
by the country, no verdict for Faisal as favourable as a
96 per cent majority vote of the population could have been
announced.3
Not all the difficulties which faced the Residency in these
crucial days had their origin in the state of public opinion in
Iraq. The Colonial Office, in the middle of August, sent a
* Admin. Report, 1920-1922, p. 9; Progress of'Iraq, p. 14.
2 Kohn, Hans: Nationalism and Imperialism, p. 212; History of Nationalism in
the East, p. 309; Coke, R.: The Arab's place in the Sun, p. 245.
8 It is difficult to understand how this figure was obtained. The population
of Kirkuk, whether taken on the basis of the 1918-19 census or on that of 1930,
forms approximately 6 per cent of the population of 'Iraq, exclusive of
Sulaimaniya.
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